BARG News

Ballarat Amateur Radio Group
Inc. #6953T

June
Monthly Newsletter

Next Meeting

Friday 25™" May 2018 @ 7:30pm

At the B.A.R.G. Club House, Ballarat Airport

All Welcome

Contacting us
You can write to the club at the address below, or e-mail the secretary

The Secretary : B.A.R.G. Inc.
Box 1218
Mail Centre
Bakery Hill Vic. 3354

Or E-Mail : vk3bml@barg.org.au

We’re on the web
www.barg.org.au
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Presidents Report

Welcome to the June edition of the newsletter. I had really thought this wasn’t due until next
week, which is why it’s so late. This coming weekend is the George Fowler Auction. A great
opportunity to bring along and get rid of some little used kit from the shack and the shed. Plus
a chance to catch up with a bunch of folk.

Later in the year we’ll have the Hamfest. It’ll be organised by a larger group than past years,
so we’ll have a special meeting in August to go through all the details of the day. If you would
like to be involved then you’re welcome to come along.

We need to set the fees for the Hamfest now though, and there has been some discussion about
how much those fees should be. At the last general meeting someone asked the question as to
why the Hamfest is held. A great question. We often talk about the event as our primary fund
raiser for the year, which it is. And it costs a reasonable amount of money to run the club.
More than $1,000 / year just to keep the lights on, and the Internet and pay the rent. Whilst we
have some money in the bank, the treasurer will likely report that we’ll have less at the end of
the current financial year than we had at the start. This is not because we are mismanaged.
Rather we have spent money on equipment that is available for all the members.

Fund raising isn’t the only reason for the event though. It’s also a major publicity event for the
club in the local and state based amateur community. It’s a real social event with a chance to
meet up with many who speak on air. And of course it allows the sale and purchase of all sorts
of radio and related kit.

When setting the fees we want to make sure we get as many traders as we can, because it’s a
bit pointless if they don’t come. And the traders will come if there are lots of customers. But if
we set the fees too low we miss out.

Lastly, we need to be aware that we’re not the only hamfest in the state. There’s quite a few
through the year. We’re one of, if not the biggest. Setting the price correctly will help us stay
that way.

After a fair amount of healthy discussion the committee decided to set the cost for traders at
$20 for one table, including the cost of entry for one person. Additional tables will be $10
each. All other attendees will be $7. This is an increase for both compared to last year. But it
was thought to be consistent with other Hamfests, and will hopefully be a fair balance to the
other factors. This can be ratified by the membership at the next meeting.

Having discussed Hamfest fees, the discussion moved the annual membership fees. There was
a question as to when they were set at the current $40 for members and $50 for families. It
was guess to be 10 years ago, and I’ve since done some digging through old news letters and
believe that indeed it was 10 years ago, in 2008.

Clearly $40 went a lot further in 2008 than today. Like the Hamvention fees, we all want them
to be as low as possible, but also need to cover our costs. The committee felt that a motion at
the AGM that fees be increased by $5 this year and again next year would be a reasonable
position that balanced both sides of the ledger.

Fees are set by a vote of all members at the AGM, so everyone has the option of putting
forward a different position at that time.

The committee also discussed having a Saturday event to get the last of the antenna’s up for
the remote base, and get the bit of tidy up required to get the whole thing up and running fully.
So look out for that soon.

I look forward to seeing everyone this Sunday, at the George Fowler Auction.

Nt vb30ak
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VHF and Above for June 2018

Well the weather has changed a little early this year however it hasn’t been able to dampen the
enthusiasm of the weak signal enthusiasts. There are still regular contacts being made on the
bottom ends of 2m, 70cm and 23cm.

There has been some good openings on each of these bands during the past month particularly
North of Adelaide where there has been good openings on 2m, 70cm and to some parts of
VK3 on 23cm.

All that aside the local microwave group again ventured into the field to check out the
performance of both 2.4G and 3.4G. Bob VK3BNC and John VK3AIG have been toiling
away with these bands and the tests conducted have proved their efforts have been well
worthwhile.

Arrangements were made to do more microwavee tests a couple of weeks back. Bob
VK3BNC at Mt Rowan, John VK3AIG and Ian VK3IDL at Clark’s Hill, Craig VK3KG at a
location between Rokewood and Dereel previously used by Maurie VK3XEX now SK and Ian
VK3AXH at Green Hill. The weather was mostly ok but quite windy for some with an
occasional shower of rain. Communications were good between all of us except for Craig. On
further study there appeared to be a big bit of dirt back towards Ballarat. Craig tried another
site which didn’t improve things so we know not to use either of those again.

When we were nearing completion of the tests we thought we could hear a weak signal on
2.4G which was not one of us. After some twiddling of antenna directions we could hear
Kevin VK3WN who had heard us liaising on VK3RBA 2m repeater and he thought he would
throw some gear in his car and head out to Ross Creek. Kevin was being received at good
signals strength except for Bob VK3BNC due to Kevin’s location and some dirt in the path
however Kevin was able to receive Bob ok.

Having spoken to Kevin since he was using a home built antenna of low gain and unknown

output power but it worked !!!! As you can see it’s all possible and just a matter of getting the
enthusiasm to be involved so why not have a go.

Till next time 73 de YK3AXH

HF Net Controller Roster - 2018

DATE | OPERATOR | NAME [ALT | OPERATOR | NAME
This Roster Devised 29 December 2017
31-May-18: VK3AXH | lan © VK3YFD | Ian
7-Jun-18;  VK3YFD ian © VK3KQT David
14-Jun-18.  VK3KQT David " VK3KG Craig
21-Jun-18:  VK3KG Craig  VK3GGG Mick

Looks like we need an updated roster
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